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COMMUNITY GARDENS GRANTS PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Community Services) [9.03 am]: I rise to inform the 
house about the latest round of funding under the community gardens grants program. I am pleased to advise that 
I recently approved $114 000 in funding towards 10 community gardens across Western Australia. Since the 
program’s introduction by the Liberal–National government in 2013, it has provided more than $350 000 in 
grants for 27 community gardens projects throughout Western Australia. Community gardens provide a vital hub 
for the local community. They are not just for the green fingered. They provide people of all generations with an 
area to come together to share a cuppa and a love of the great Western Australian outdoors. As well as enabling 
people to stay connected, community gardens give locals a chance to learn new skills and reap the physical, 
social and nutritional benefits of growing plants and produce. The latest round of funding will help with the 
purchasing and improvement of infrastructure, the creation of more sustainable gardens and the promotion of 
workshops and events. In total, 11 metropolitan and 16 regional projects are now underway thanks to the 
government’s investment in this program. 

Last week I visited the Withers Community Kitchen Garden in Bunbury, which received a grant of over $9 000 
to construct a gazebo and retaining wall to provide shelter and shade for the gardeners, visitors, schoolchildren 
and working groups who use the garden. I also visited the Busselton Community Garden, which received more 
than $8 000 in funding to be used to expand shade cover, purchase banner signage and deliver gardening 
workshops for the community. During my visits I learned a lot about the different approaches by the various 
gardens to engage their local communities and to build that sense of community spirit and participation. Hilton, 
Cannington, Manjimup and Goomalling are just some of the other communities benefiting from the Liberal–
National government’s investment in this program. The investment into the community gardens grants program 
continues to provide enormous benefits, building stronger and safer communities across Western Australia. 
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